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MARKEOVER

FOLLOW A FRAME-UP REBUILD OF A *71
MONTE CARLO.

When was the last time Super Chevy magazine ran some first-
generation Monte Carlo tech stories? Come to think of it, when was the last
time Super CHevy ran any type of Monte Carlo tech stories? There was an
exhaust system install in the January 2007 issue, but it’s been awhile since

there was a more substantial piece.

Harrison Ortis, proprietor of
Harrison’s Restorations, purchased an
$800 running '71 Monte Carlo at a re-
cent vehicle auction. This bone stock
Monte must have been a Grandma'’s
grocery getter, because, minus the
body dings and ragged vinyl top, it's in
decent enough shape. We sat around
the shop bench racing one night about
what to'do with this groundbreaking
personal luxury car, and as one idea

evolved into another we think we came :
i one thing we agreed to is that the OE
suspension has to go. In order to do
it right, the body and frame had to be
i separated and the frame complete-

: ly rebuilt.

up with a solution. Most of the Monte
Carlos we sée around the country are
stock-looking resto rods or low riders.
Not that there is anything wrong with
either, but we wanted to do something
a bit different.

We have also seen a few drag rac-
ing Monte Carlos and that was where
this project was headed until we de-
cided to turn it into an action touring

i car. How about something that can be
i run in one of the over-the-public road
races that take place in Nevada, such

i as the Silver State or Nevada Open
Road Challenge, and then take it to a
local cruise night on a regular basis?

We are still tossing around oth-

i er ideas and trying to talk Harrison

! into forgetting about a big-block and
to go with a modern LS engine, but

¢ that's a story for another day. We still

have more plans to iron out, but the

Part of “doing it right” was to turn

! to Hotchkis Sport Suspension for
help in improving the handling of the
¢ Monte. Hotchkis is not just a manu-

i facturer of suspension components.

i The Hotchkis guys are also racers who
i have proven themselves on the track.
i Who better to design and build sus-
pension components than experienced
i racers? It was suggested to us that we
use their Total Vehicle System (TVS)

¢ for the Monte Carlo. The great thing
about GM vehicles is that so many of

i them are almost identical on the un-
derside. The Hotchkis TVS application
i part #80008 fits GM '69-72 A-body
applications. The TVS kit comes com-
i plete with:

> 1-inch sport lowering springs front
and rear.

i 3> Double adjustable upper trailing

arms (for easy pinion angle adjust-
ment) with can bushings.
> One-piece lower trailing arms with

polyurethane bushings and trailing
arm mount braces.

7> Performance sway bars (1 3/8-inch
hollow front and 1-inch rear), com-
plete with polyurethane bushings,
axle mounts, bolt kits, grease pack,
etc.

P Upper and lower tubular A-arms

with ball joints, polyurethane bush-
ings and bolt kit.
All pieces in the TVS kit come with

hardware and are powdercoated for
i looks and durability. Besides the TVS
kit, we ordered a few extra components
from Hotchkis for the Monte Carlo— i
i Bilstein shocks tuned by Hotchkis and
i a set of late-model B-body spindles
with OE-style brakes and a front-end

¢ rebuild kit. Along with the suspension,
we ordered a high-performance Remy
Racing steering box to complete the
suspension build. T==
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MONTE MAKEOVER

After about three hours of work; Harrison had the body and

frame separated. After another.few hours, the frame was

completely stripped down to the bare hones and then taken_

to the sandblaster.

The frarne has
been powder-

. coated a beauti-

- fullmedium
pearl grey with

- apowdercoated /

= clearcoat, All
. _the Hotchkis
i parts are here,
- and weare
ready to begln
. |t was amazing -
5 how quickly the

“install'went from

“this point forward Not hawng tolie on vour-back under a
car, assembling a bare frame Was so much easfer. :

‘We started
onthe front
- end'first and
- worked our
== way back.
Y First.was the
bump stop
. and then
i the upper

< A-arms bolts, =

o ‘then the
-tubular upper
- A-arms.

_Currently; the lower A-arms were on

back-order, sowe had to use the stock
arms to finish the build. As soonas.
Hotchkis has more in'stock;the old:
arms willlbe removed and replaced
with the newones; =

Now/came time for the Iower A-arms L!
3

When the frame came back from the sandblaster, the job.
of re-welding and boxingiin the rails was.at hand. The rear
crossmember;was completely re-welded, both top and bot-

tom, From the factory theirear crossmemberis only: tacked,

then riveted in place; The trailing arm perches are also welded
for extra strength. Harrison boxed the frame with 1/8-inch
steelplate, butleft the front sectionundone on accountof

~not'knowing where the new:transmission crossmember would”
be situated. The franie horns; upfront, were also welded both:

top and bottom: Once all the welding and re-enforcement was

~done, the frame was off-to Corsair Powder Coatingin Ontario, :
California. ; : it

upper A_-arms o
L areinstalled,
“two 1/8:inch
{ whel shims =~
“werausedasa
“generic starting
™ polnt for wheel
falignment. -
: | 'Oncethe vehicle
tistogetherithe
i real a!lgnment

5 Next camethe
¢ Isinch performance
“lowering springs:.
- Thispartwasthe
-most difficult part
<= ofthe install; and
| evenithen it wasno
i much of.a problem




MONTE
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MAKEOVER

* The large diameter 1 3/8-inch sway bar,
~ pushings, and grease fittings are next, T
~ very heavy because it's hollow; size doe
does saving some weight.

re these B-body spindles and 12 inch
ck 1964-1972 Chevelle, Malibu, ElCamino -

'-rand'oth GM AtHody. cars are equipped with 7 1/8:Inchtall
front spindies. hich; at stock ride height, orient the upper :

tch is essential for good handling. Wearling off
during cornering is not the right way to go.
‘B:body-type spindle is 8 3/4 inches tall and orl-
r ball joint above the cross-shaft pickiup points
ti This pl]"s the upper ball jointin toward the en-: :
g bump travel, creating the essential negative .cam--
The tire remains flat on the road while cornering, =
mum traction and control. Due to the larger spin=
rlety of caliper mounting options, the Hotchkis*
spindle Kits allow A-body owners to employ a set of
r even 14-Inch brake rotors and big, single~ or multi-
pers. We don't plan to use the OE-stylerotorsand.
on the track;those will be replaced with'bigger and :
rakes when the Monte gets to that stage, -

Pﬂlvurathane e
he sway'bar is not
2 malter andso
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[ Included in the TVS
- kit are Bilstein shocks.
i Bilstein bulids the

shocks, and ships them
to Hotchkis where

they are further tuned.
You:can find Bilstein
shocks on high=end
performance cars,
clrcle track racers, and
evendirt track racers.
And now we have them

£ on the Monte Carlo.

Take a [60K at the completed front end with the wheel.
It’s not bad looking. [t’s almost a shame to ‘50"3_’:'“_‘.',?' -
frame. e

The double adjustable
upper arms feature |

i andrighthand threads
and Swivel:Max

| bushingsto maximize

| pinion angle adjust
ment andellmi

{ Now'comes the fu
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