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| The classic’67
Camaro of Dan and
Pegge Chaplin looks
even helter with the
fowered suspension
and Hotchkis handling
improvemenls. Low
profile BF Goodrich
tires and Billet
Specialties wheels
are a nice touch.

STORY & PHOTOS BY DAN KAHN Z e

NG TERM

THERE'S AN OLD ADAGE THAT STATES, “How do you make a small fortune collecting cars?
Start with a large fortune.” While collecting classic Detroit iron for profit is never a good idea, thousands
of members of the “baby boomer” generation have recently discovered the joys of owning and driving their
high school dream cars. Such is the case for St. Charles, Miss. residents Danand Pegge Chaplin.

Back in 2002, Dan decided it was finally time to start looking for a sports car, preferably a new or
slightly used C5 Corvette. One sunny Saturday in June, he decided to swing by a classic car showroom on
his way to the Chevy dealership, just in case they had any new Corvettes on the lot. There weren't, but
there was a shiny red 1967 Camaro convertible on a turntable, spinning round and round and calling Dan’s
name. It was love at first sight, and he quickly asked for a closer look. After feeling the car’s soft vinyl and
hearing the muscular burble of a classic V-8 trumpeting through dual exhaust, he had to have it.

Dan decided that buying an old Camaro could potentially be a solid investment, since it was less money
than a new Corvette and would be cheaper to insure and maintain than a new car. We all know where the
story is going from here. After a quick call home to wife Pegge, who thought he was crazy for wanting an
old car but supportive nonetheless, Dan emptied out a shrinking 401K account and reinvested his hard-
earned cash in his high school dream car.

At first the Chaplins took their new ride to local cruise nights and occasional car shows. After a few
months of cruising and making friends, they quickly grew to love the camaraderie and activities associated
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with the car show scene and started traveling to shows a bit further away, even
entering the Camaro in larger national events. Then the bug to start making

_ improvements took hold.

. DIGGING IN

The first big change was a heart transplant, with the Camaro receiving a

‘new GM Performance Parts 330hp 350 crate engine. The stock GM mill
. didn’t make enough power for Dan and wasn't pretty enough for Pegge, so the

ad it completely polished and chromed, and added a bevy of performance

- parts to the mix as well. A Comp Cams 270 Magnum Hydraulic camshaft
- adds a little thump to the exhaust note, which is channeled through chrome

plated Hedman headers and Jet Hot coated Flowmaster American Thunder

-exhaust capped with stainless steel exhaust tips. An Edelbrock Endurashine

water pump and intake manifold add further sparkle and performance to the
package, as does a chrome plated Holley 650 double pumper. MSD ignition
lights the fire and a polished Be Cool radiator keeps temperature under control
on steamy Missouri summer days.
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of new steering wheel designs that will
add beauty and style to your vehicle.
See the complete product line at

www.grantproducts.com

AIR BAG " GOLF CARTS/ATY
SOLUTIONS
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RACING RV/MOTORHOME

3T Whesl - The wheel fealures
a hand-stitched leather grain vinyl
grip, with polished aluminum spokes '
and a matching horn button trim ring.

14" Diameter. Part No. 742
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With the engine out of the car, the Chaplins
decided to replace the tired old Powerglide with a
new TH350 automatic, fortified with a B&M Shift
Kit and B&M 2,400-rpm high-stall torque
converter. The only other modifications made at the
time were a new set of ProCar by Scat sport bucket
seats, which were much more comfortable and
supportive than the stock Camaro pieces, but still
looked period-correct in the otherwise stock
interior. However, it didn't stay stock for long,.

In 2004, Dan and Pegge had become completely
hooked on the car show scene, and decided to
totally disassemble the car and bring it up to their
exacting standards. After removing the drivetrain
and interior, the car was delivered to JB Auto Body
in St. Charles, where it was stripped down to bare
metal for a complete repaint. JB smoothed the
firewall, and ordered a new hood, core support,
inner fenders, bumpers, front and rear spoilers, and
grille from Goodmark Industries. After the body
was straightened out it was slathered in DuPont
Victory Red—a late model GM color—with several
coats of two-stage clear for the extra wet look.

After the car left the body shop, it was delivered
to Auto Tailors for a new top and interior, which
includes all-new hardware and custom seat covers
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(3) The 330hp, 350-cid GM crate engine has been enhanced with a host of high performance goodies including a COMP Cams
270 Magnum hydraulic camshaft, Holley 650-cfm carb and Hedman headers. In case you hadn't noticed, there’s lots of non-
original chrome in there as well.
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1-800-IMPALAS

Shop Online:
www.impalas.com ©
Everything for Your
Classic Chevy
. Cars & Trucks

FREE? CATALOGS

Please specify year and model of your vehicle.

= (1949 - 1954 Chevrolet Passenger Car
1955 - 1957 Chevrolet Passenger Car
1958 - 1964 Impala & Full Size
1965 - 1976 Impala & Full Size
1964 - 1972 Chevelle & El Camino
1947 - 1959 Chevrolet & GMC Truck
1960 - 1966 Chevrolet & GMC Truck
o 1967 - 1972 Chevrolet & GMC Truck

on Drive © Mésa, AZ 85215

Custom Radiators
built to your
DIATOR, inc. specfcons!

ealer

For superior cooling
1955-57 Big & Small Block Chevys
Custom look and fit

es ‘Berry Farm)
.mattsonsradiator.com
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embroidered with the iconic Super Sport logo. Finally Old Dog's Street Rods
in Maryland Heights, Miss., took delivery of the Camaro for final assembly
and finishing touches. The Old Dog crew installed a new Painless 18-circuit
wiring harness, as well as new AutoMeter gauges that fill the stock dash holes,
a Lokar billet shifter, and a slick center console pirated from a 1998 Camaro
that looks like it was made for the vintage drop top.

With the cosmetics out of the way, the drivetrain was reinstalled in the
freshly detailed body color engine bay, along with a new 10-bolt rear end that
was painted and detailed to perfection. Stainless Steel Brakes two- and four-
piston binders were added to all four corners for added stopping power. As a
finishing touch, Billet Specialties “Rebel” wheels were added, measuring 17-
inch x 7-inch in front and 18-inch x 8-inch in the rear. BF Goodrich G-Force
KDA rubber was utilized on all four corners.

HANDLING THE CURVES

Last but not least, the car was delivered to Hotchkis Performance in Santa
Fe Springs, Calif., for a complete suspension rebuild. The car already sported a
set of Hotchkis sport springs and sway bars, which gave it a killer stance, but
after meeting company founder John Hotchkis on the Hot Rod Power Tour,
Dan and Pegge decided to take advantage of the new Hotchkis installation
center and have a full compliment of F-Body suspension added to their ragtop.

The Hotchkis tech crew fortified the flexible Camaro platform with sub frame
connectors and a laser cut and tig-welded ChassisMax X-brace, the latest in F-
body chassis stiffening technology from Hotchkis. The tired old A-arms were
discarded in favor of new adjustable tubular upper and lower A-arms. To achieve
the perfect balance of ride and handling, Hotchkis added 2-inch drop coil springs
in front and 1.5-inch drop leaf springs in the rear, along with specially tuned
Bilstein shocks. Finally a set of Hotchkis sway bars and polyurethane bushings
were added to control body roll. The end result is a car that looks great, handles
like the modern sports car Dan always wanted, and rides like a dream.
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(4) The Billet Specialties "Rebel” wheels measure 17-inch x
7-inch in front and 18-inch x 8-inch in the rear. BF Goodrich
G-Force KDA rubber was utilized on all four corners.

(5) The interior of the Camaro received a host of upgrades
including most noticeably the ProCar by Scal sport bucket
seats. They are much more comfortable and supportive than
the factory seating system.
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Patent
Pending

We have a new solution for an old problem.
Custom covers for those old ugly plastic underdash AC louvers.
Avallable in different styles and finishes

(shown here in polishedFlame design, with replacement louvers).

714.285.0108 * 1351 E. Borchard * Santa Ana, A 92705 * www.theairshop.com

Catalog!

highest quality
knowledgeable staff
fast shipping

huge inventory

great prices

BrothersTrucks.com &

The internel’s largest resource for 1947-1987 Cheviolet & GMC tuck parts. Log on today ond explore our new products,
tech orticles, web-only specio’s and more. Your order process wil be smple ond secure. You con even use our order e
status feotuwre lo find oul exactly where your packoge is. _—_ .

BROTHERS 801 E Parkridge Ave Corono, CA 92877 Toll Free: 1-800-977-2767 Locak 951-808-97%0 Fax: 951-808-9788 BiolheisTrucks.com
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ave everything you need
our 1959-'867 El Camino!

erior Kits ¢ Sheet Metal » Rubber

* Mirrors e Emblems e Trim ¢ Lenses

5 ¢ Moldings ¢ Bumpers ¢ Electrical

: Parts ® Hardware ¢ Ground Effects

Fasteners ® Books * Decals ¢ Stripes
Accessories and MORE!

~140 page catalog send $5 to:

e El Camino Store
epot Road, Goleta, CA 93117
r visit us on the web at:
r.elcaminostore.com
85H-b9287 e fax BOH-6H1-8166

DMIT ONE

web sites with everything you
) build your custom street rod!

FLORIDA

www.kingtllc.com

adquarlers -
400 South Orchard St.
Wallingford, CT 06492
1-800-243-6740
on Daytona -
7500 South Highway U.S. 1
Bunnell, FL 32110
386-437-9996
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"This is the best investment we have
ever made,” Camaro owner, Dan Chaplin

The Hotchkis crew liked Dan and Pegge’s Camaro so much they featured the car in their booth at the
2006 SEMA show. Other honors include several trophies from local car shows and “Best Engine” and
“Photographer’s Choice” selections at the 2006 Street Machine Nationals.

So after five years, thousands of hours of work, and untold fortunes spent on the little red Camaro, do
the Chaplins still consider it a wise 401K replacement? “This is the best investment we have ever made,”
Dan says. “There is no price tag you can put on the friendships, fun, and excitement this car as given us.
We have a great time planning our winter projects in preparation for the next spring car show, and we have
a blast every time we go for a drive and get a thumbs-up. It gives me a taste of youth, since nabody I knew
could afford a car like this in the '60s. There is nothing more fun my wife and I could do together than
own this car. We love it.” And that, folks, is the sign of a truly valuable investment. !
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(6) Upgrades to the interior include a new Painless 18-circuit wiring harness, AutoMeter
gauges, a Lokar billet shifter and a slick center console pirated from a 1998 Camaro.
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. RETROKITS
AVAILABLE FOR

1 55--57 CHEVY

'67--69 CAMARO

'66--72 CHEVELLE

/ * A~ BODY EL CAMINO

" RETRO KITS INCLUDE:

-- MODIFIED OIL PAN

-- MOTOR MOUNT ADAPTERS

-- LONG TUBE CERAMIC COATED
DIRECT FIT HEADERS

0
.'._'."
\ /L
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ALL ENGINE PACKAGES INCLUDE:

* MARING GRADE ENGINE WIRING HARNESS
+ DELPHI ECM W/ TURN KEY CALIBRATION

* COMPLETE IGNITION - COIL PACKS

« WIRES & PLUGS

* THROTTLE BODY - 7BMM / 80 MECHANICAL
+ ALL NECESSARY SENSORS & BLOCK-OFF8
* ALTERNATOR & WATER PUMP

« SERPENTINE BELT SYSTEM

+ JAT COATED CUSTOM HEADERS
« BFI PUBL PUMP / FILTERS

* AN FUEL RAILS

¢ FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR

* K&N AIR PILTER / OUTERWEAR
* STARTER UL
¢ FLYWHEEL OR PLEXPLATE

* P/8 AND A/C AVAILABLE

Blasting Specialties has moved to a new

location to better serve our customers.
Blasting Specialties is now doing powder
coating.

MEDIA BLASTING & POWDER COATING

CLASSIC CARS * TRUCKS * BOAT TRAILERS
ALL WORK DONE IN HOUSE

OPEN FROM 7:30AM - 6:00PM Mon-Thurs
and Friday 7:30AM-12:00PM for pickups and deliveries only

BLASTING SPECIALTIES
2937 Vail Ave., Commerce, CA 90040

(562) 903-1090 (562) 903-7464
PHONE:(353) 721-5020 M%(323) 721-5022
WE TAKE ALL CREDIT CARDS
E-MAIL: BASSTHIS@AOL.COM « WEB:WWWBLASTINGSPECIALTIES.COM
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